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In English

»For centuries, our homeland has fought for independence, freedom, and the preservation
of national identity. The people of Georgia have endured unimaginable hardships and trials,
and perhaps you understand the emotion of myself and each member of the Georgian
delegation on this historic day, as you bless Georgia’s path back to the European family. I
am happy and proud that it is our generation that has the honor to speak these few words
in Georgian from the tribune of the Palace of Europe: I am Georgian, and therefore I am
European... We associate our country's future with a return to our only safe harbor — the
united family of free European nations." With these words, Zurab Zhvania told us the
short history of Georgia’s struggle for independence.

Our country has always fought to gain freedom and independence. Every king of Kartli
tried to keep the state free, but there were always enemies who wanted to conquer Georgia
due to its favorable location and fertile land. King Erekle also strived for peace in Kartli, to
avoid constant warfare. For this reason, he chose to place the country under Russian
protection. However, Russia, which had betrayed us before, broke the Treaty of Georgievsk
once again. On September 4, 1795, the Russian government decided to send two battalions
to aid Kartli-Kakheti, but the general received the order only on October 1, by which time
Thilisi had already been destroyed. In 1799, Russian troops entered Georgia. On December
28, 1800, King George XII died, and on September 12, 1801, the Russian Emperor signed
the decree abolishing the Kartli-Kakheti monarchy.



From 1800 onward, uprisings were continuous. In 1804, the “Treaty of Elaznauri” was
signed. In the same year, Russian troops entered Imereti, and by 1810, the abolition of the
Imeretian Kingdom was officially announced. In 1832, leading Georgian nobles led a
conspiracy. Later, the Transcaucasian Democratic Federative Republic was formed from
the Transcaucasian provinces within the Russian Empire, which included Georgia,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan. This republic dissolved on May 26, 1918. On the same day,
Georgia declared independence and established the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Noe
Jordania was elected as the head of government. Georgia maintained independence for

three years.

On February 25, 1921, the Red Army of Russia invaded Georgia. The Georgian people did
not accept this and continued their fight for freedom—whether through physical resistance
or intellectual defiance. In 1978, a new draft constitution was prepared that would make
Russian the state language instead of Georgian. On April 14, students and youth protested,
demanding the restoration of Georgian as the state language. Soon after, it was announced
that Georgian would retain its official status. To commemorate this victory, April 14 was
declared the Day of the Mother Tongue.

One of the most significant and decisive struggles for our country came on April 9, 1989.
In early April, the national movement began protests on Rustaveli Avenue demanding
independence, which evolved into civil disobedience. The Georgian authorities sought help
from Moscow. On April 9, Soviet troops attacked the demonstrators with batons, sharpened
spades, and toxic gas. They violently cleared the square, killing 16 people—14 women and
2 men. One of the organizers, Irakli Batiashvili, miraculously survived. Leaders like Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, Merab Kostava, Giorgi Chanturia, and Irakli Tsereteli were arrested. A

curfew was declared in Thbilisi.

The night of April 9, 1989, was a turning point in Georgian history—it brought
independence to the Georgian nation. On April 9, 1991, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the first
president of independent Georgia, officially declared the restoration of the Republic of
Georgia’s independence.

Zviad Gamsakhurdia (1991) stated: "Since 1985, when the USSR’s new communist
leadership announced 'perestroika,' its main focus became foreign policy. To be fair,
historic changes occurred worldwide—like the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification
of Germany, and the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Eastern Europe. These and other
actions were largely connected to perestroika and Western pressure, especially from the
United States. The USSR didn’t reform willingly—it was forced to. However, its domestic
policy remained unchanged. Despite foreign concessions, the USSR sought to maintain its
inner empire. True national freedom means self-determination—the right of a nation to

control its own destiny."



Since regaining independence and freedom, Georgia has taken many new steps. In 1996, a
partnership and cooperation agreement was signed with the European Union. In 1999,
Georgia became the 41st member of the Council of Europe. This allowed the country to
grow and establish friendly relations with neighboring states. Today, the fight for freedom
remains relevant. Current realities show that the path back to the "European family" is
becoming harder, which is a concern for our country. Since Georgia received its first
European humanitarian aid over 30 years ago, the EU has implemented projects worth
more than €2.5 billion. These include: Rehabilitation of Enguri HPP Construction of the
Samtredia-Grigoleti highway, Establishment of the European School in Thbilisi, €500
million in post-war aid (2008), mainly for IDP housing, €50 million in flood recovery
(2015), €300 million during the COVID-19 pandemic for equipment, training, and
healthcare support, Erasmus+ funding for over 6,000 students in European universities,
Support for Georgian scientists and cultural figures.

This gives us opportunities to receive education that may not be accessible within our
country. In my view, this is a vital path to creating an educated generation. The more
educated people we have, the more they will value freedom and desire to live in a free
world. Since 1991, Georgia has pursued European integration—a process Russia has always
obstructed. As in the past, Russia continues to interfere in our internal affairs and block
closer ties with Europe. This led to the 2008 war, where Russia tried to portray Georgia as
the aggressor. Despite the odds, the Georgian people fought valiantly to preserve their
independence after over a century of Russian rule. The August 8, 2008 war is a modern
example of how a small nation fought against a vast empire without help to protect its
sovereignty. Though Georgia maintained its independence, we lost 20% of our territory,
which remains occupied. By June—July 2008, armed provocations in the Tskhinvali region
intensified. On August 67, Ossetian armed groups opened heavy fire on Georgian villages.
The President ordered the military into the region to protect civilians, which Russia
responded to with full-scale military aggression. Many civilians were injured or killed, but
the country preserved its independence.

Today, we continue the fight for freedom—through protests and public actions. We want
a free and independent nation, not one under Russian rule. Russia has caused great harm
to Georgia, taking many innocent lives, including those of our peers. For example: Natia
Bashaleishvili, 16, who died of asphyxiation on April 17 after being wounded on April 9.
Eka Bejanishvili, 15. Georgia has many honorable heroes: Giorgi Antsukhelidze, junior
sergeant tortured and killed during the 2008 war. Kakutsa Cholokashvili, leader of the
1922-1924 anti-Soviet partisan movement. Ekvtime Takaishvili, who preserved Georgia’s
national treasure. Zviad Gamsakhurdia, Merab Kostava, Maro Makashvili, Aleksandre
Oniani, Zaza Damenia, and many more who sacrificed for our future. Georgia also had
strong supporters abroad: John McCain and Lech Kaczynski.



In my opinion, the more we raise our voices, the more people will be willing to help. The
more people understand our country’s history and current reality, the more they’ll see how
vital our independence is. Everyone deserves to live in a country where young people can
express themselves freely, where teachers and professionals aren't afraid of being punished
for sharing their opinions. I believe that one day, the territories temporarily occupied by
Russia will return to us. If we continue to fight for independence and freedom, and resist
Russian rule while choosing Europe for our country’s development, we will eventually
succeed.



